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Mission Grant Program approved recipients for 2007 are:

Diocese of Mannar, Sri Lanka submitted by the Diocese of London Ontario

A civil war has been raging in Sri Lanka for over 25 years. It has claimed the lives of over
80,000 innocent people and displaced over 500,000 from their homes. These people have been
anguishing in temporary shelters for over 15 years. The region Mannar is one of the badly
affected areas. Catholic organizations and parishes in this diocese are working very hard to help
these people to have a normal life at this difficult situation.

St. Josephine Bakhita Parish submitted by the Diocese of Sioux Falls

St. Josephine Bakhita Parish was established in 2004 and is ministering to Sudanese families.
Many Sudanese come from countries that are suffering today as a result of war and natural
disasters, causing them to flee their homes to seek refuge in other places where life is known to
be safe. There are approximately 500 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, who came from Africa that
are active in the St. Josephine Bakhita Parish. The Sudanese people use faith as the foundation
for their life in America. Any grant money would be put to use for education, counseling and
services in the parish.



